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was the Inquisitor: the Eoyal Porch, the Holy
Office whence issued the accusations of " impiety.''
Arraignments of this nature were very numerous:
it is the kind of case which we meet with oftenest
in the Attic orators. Not only philosophical crimes,
such as the denial of God or of Providence, but the
slightest offences against municipal cults, the preach-
ing of foreign religions, the most puerile infractions
of the scrupulous legislation of the Mysteries, were
punished with death. The gods whom Aristophanes
scoffed at on the stage, sometimes slew the scoffers.
They killed Socrates, they all but killed Alcibiades.
Anaxagoras, Protagoras, Diagoras of Melos, Prodicus
of Ceos, Stilpo, Aristotle, Theophrastus, Aspasia,
Euripides, were more or less seriously disquieted.
Liberty of thought was, in fact, the child of the
dynasties which were founded upon the Macedonian
conquests. It was the Attali, the Ptolemies, who
first gave thinkers the freedom which none of the
old republics had accorded to them. The Eoman
Empire continued the same tradition. It is true
that under the Empire more than one arbitrary
decree was directed against the philosophers, but it